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ABOUT 000606

Jayme Bean is a queer independent author who enjoys
writing stories that speak both to the wonders of the
world and the highs and lows of the human condition.
Inspired by her travels around the world and her career
as a zookeeper, she writes using her experiences,
lending a unique viewpoint to her stories. Jayme calls
the sunny state of Florida home and shares her life with
her husband, son, and two cats.
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GENRE & ABOUT THE BOOK:

An adult suspenseful LGBTQ+ action/adventure set in the Amazon Rainforest

REPRESENTATION:

"Own Voices': Queer (bi/pan), neurodiverse (ADHD), mental health (anxiety, depression)
Additional: Gay, Latino

SYNOPSIS:

Dr. Julia Morrow and her graduate students, David and Marisol, embark on a research trip to
explore a remote section of the Amazon rainforest. When their trails seem to change direction at
will and they find themselves lost and without communication, the trio worry they may be in for
more than just the latest scientific discovery. Banding together, they’re left deciding which is more
important - finding out how to escape the unexpected horrors lurking within the rainforest or
getting back home in one piece. The deeper they travel into the jungle, the more they realize that
some places are meant to remain untouched.

Content Warning: This book contains strong depictions of panic and anxiety.
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OTHER WORKS:

Under New Suns & In the Wake of the Kraken (SkullGateMedia)
Welcome to Simmins, Detective Spencer (Edited by Chapel Orahamm)
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SAMPLE Q&A

Q: You say that Untouched was written from lived experience. How much of your writing is
fiction and how much would you say made it into the book that is "real?"

A: The inspiration for Untouched came after my travels to the Amazon Rainforest, and
wondering what exactly exists beyond the areas where humans have been able to travel
and explore. That aspect of Untouched is all fiction, born from curiosity and a love for
horror and suspense. That said, the science, botany, and many of the experiences that
David and Marisol have are real and factual.

Q: Why did you choose to take the self-publishing route in lieu of seeking agent
representation?

A: | honestly decided to write Untouched on a whim and it quickly turned into a
hyperfixation. At the time, | wanted to try something new and pursue something that
scratched my creative itch. Self-publishing seemed like something attainable and, to be
frank, the thought of pursuing a traditional publishing route never quite crossed my mind. |
would very much like to consider that route in the future with additional works, but for now,
I am happy | was able to learn so much by doing everything myself.

Q: What kind of themes do you explore in Untouched?

A: | started writing Untouched in 2019, and it carried into mid-2020. During that time, |
experienced a lot of personal growth and self-discovery. | explored my sexuality through
drafting and knew | needed to include a bisexual character that faced a lot of the same
anxieties | did. | also wanted to touch upon panic disorder and what it's like being
neurodivergent and introverted while thrust into an uncomfortable situation. The main
theme of Untouched lies in the parts of the world that have yet to be touched by mankind
and its ecosystem/habitat destruction. Untouched, at its core, is a lesson of treating nature
and our planet with respect and care.

Q: Is there any advice you'd give to a new author or someone looking to pursue self
publishing?

A: Absolutely! My most repeated bit of advice is to take every opinion with a grain of salt.

Everyone has some level of what they consider "right" or successful. The truth is, no one

can define that but %/ou. Some people will knock you down (or try to), but it's important to

stay true to yourself. That's not to say, don't take valid critique to improve your craft or

gchier}/e the success you're seeking, but always be cognizant of what you're being told and
y whom.

OTHER SUGGESTED AREAS OF DISCUSSION
Mental health, LGBTQ+ representation, using hard science in fiction, writing from a

neurodivergent lens, writing processes, creating realistic relationships and evoking
emotional response, publishing journeys and styles, balancing being a parent and an author



